
October 2016 

In this Issue 

Message from the Pastor p. 1 
Lay Leader Message p. 3 
Around the Grounds p. 3 
     and Within 
Events and Info p. 4 
Prayers p. 5 
Calendar  p. 6 

and much more 

www.northmasonumc.org  ◊  360.275.3714  ◊  office@northmasonumc.org 

Tuesday, October 11th, 7:15pm 

Everyone is welcome! 

Peace to All Who Read These Words, 

A strange thing is happening in my life. 
For the first time in my life I am asking the 
question, “If God’s kingdom were to come into 
my world….right here and right now…..God’s 
“Real” Kingdom, not unicorns and rainbows, 
but God, right now, in my current place; what 
would my situation look like if God’s Kingdom, 
God’s provenience, God’s presence was 
actually here?” Every time I think about that 
question I feel I can “think it” much better than 
I can “write it.” 

Maybe the best way to change the 
perspective of that statement is to join me in 

“The Power of Ten”  

10 Minutes of Prayer Each Day In 10. It is 
October! It is the beginning of a new feeling in 
our communities. It is a time of transition and 
change as we prepare for the transition of all 
of creation. There is no better time to pray.  

Likewise, I am embarking on a sermon 
series through the Discipleship Ministries, a 
worship oriented section of the United 
Methodist Church. The series is titled “After 
the Disaster.” Here is what the Author sees 
as intentional. 

Every day, it seems that there is 
something else for us to collectively turn our 
grief-stricken eyes toward. We pray, and we 
try to help. But these kinds of painful losses 

strike at the very core of our identity and 
sense of stability. They leave wounds that 
take a long time to heal, and some leave 
deep scars on our souls that never go away. 

Disasters strike in every part of the world. 
Times of deep suffering befall every human 
being. No one is immune. We all have to pass 
through deep valleys in this life and then 
endure the torture of climbing back up the 
mountain on the other side. Rebuilding takes 
time and effort. There is no way forward, 
except by committing ourselves to keep 
moving, sometimes at a rate of one small, 
painful step at a time. 

All of us have been challenged to speak a 
word of hope to a congregation member who 
is going through a personal tragedy–grief, job 
loss, depression, struggle with addiction, 
facing a difficult diagnosis or illness -- the list 
goes on and on. And all of our members 
struggle to figure out how to be supportive to 

continued on page 2... 

“The Power of Ten” 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 



Sharing our bounty with others, our food 
donations assist families by stretching their 
dollars so they can afford rent, heat and 
utilities. Our gifts help add to our neighbors’ 
general quality of life and restore dignity and 
self-respect. The resources we give help 
families facing hardships in our community. 
Our mission is to demonstrate God's love and 
grace to the people in our community. Please 
consider buying one more, of whatever you are 
buying for your cupboards and bring them into 
church and deposit into our "sharing our 
bounty" trunk. Together we CAN make a 
difference. 

~ Denise 

Education Hour for 
Adults 

 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is 
Faithlink, a discussion on the 
intersections of faith and 
current events. 

Tuesday 
October 18th 

6:30pm 
at NMUMC 

their sisters and brothers who are in the midst 
of a time of trial. 

Likewise, all of us have had to find words 
of encouragement as our communities have 
faced natural disasters, economic setbacks, 
and tragic losses of life. We’ve all had to 
wonder with our members where God was 
when the floods came, the terrorists attacked, 
the hurricanes struck, the fires raged, the 
earthquakes took thousands of lives, and the 
tornadoes flattened entire communities in 
only a few hours. 

What do we do after the disaster? How do 
get back up, where we are standing again on 
our feet? How do we begin to rebuild our lives 
when we have lost everything? These are 
enduring questions for human beings in every 
age, and questions that our sacred texts 
speak to with both challenge and 
encouragement. As we close out the 
Christian Year, we will walk alongside our 
forebears in the faith during and after a time 
of great suffering—the exile in Babylon—and 
listen to the prophetic voices sent to speak for 
God, who both challenged and consoled 
them.” 

Here are the topics we will cover during the 
next 5 weeks: 

Week 1: We will MOURN with Jeremiah ’s 
Lamentations.  

Week 2: We will look again to Jeremiah for 
ways to COPE with the present 
disaster. Habakkuk will help us to go on while 
we WAIT. 

Week 3: Jeremiah will bring us a word of 
HOPE to help us go on.  

Week 4: We will hear a PROMISE from God 
delivered through the prophet Joel. Haggai 
helps us PERSEVERE. 

Week 5: We will hear that God will make 
ALL THINGS NEW through the words of 
Isaiah. 

Join us in worship. Join us in prayer. Join us 
as we discover “The Power of Ten!” 

Pastor Rob 

“The Power of Ten”...continued 



From the cluttered desks 

of your Lay Leaders, 

Joyce Stratton and Carmen Caporale… 

Have you been thinking you would like to share your culinary 
and hospitality talents by providing fellowship after Sunday 
service? And are you aware that when the sign-up sheet for 
Sunday is blank, Phyllis Cass takes over and provides the 
food and the service? October is an excellent time to share 

your gifts. Phyllis will be having a knee replacement on October 5th and will require some 
assistance. There are some experienced folks who would gladly share their knowledge of this 
process for any newbies wishing to serve. The might even gladly stand with you to help provide 
the service. For available dates, please check the sign-up sheets for October through December. 

The Caregivers Support Group is going to be scheduling a few visitations of independent and 
assisted living facilities in the area. No dates are set yet, but expect late October to mid-November. 
We are also considering inviting some home healthcare providers to share their information with us 
in the near future. We are thinking it might be best on a Sunday after worship. We would 
appreciate some feedback to have some measure of interest for both possible events. 

The newly formed events team, in cooperation with the United Methodist Women, are planning a 
potluck and game night to kick off the celebration of 25 years of sharing and caring and praising 
God here at North mason United Methodist Church. November sees the beginning of the 25th 
year. In addition to inviting former members, we will be inviting the public to join us in celebration. 
Watch for occasional events to celebrate throughout the year. 

~ Blessings and Thanks from Carmen and Joyce 

Around the Grounds and Within 

As the summer sun and warm weather begin the seasonal 
change to earlier darkness and wet weather, trustees are 
gathering information necessary to consider paving the gravel 
parking area and improving the parking lot lighting for safety 
and security. We are updating the information and estimates 
from last year and look forward to making it happen in 2017. 

In addition, a project that will enhance the front entrance to the 
church and parking lot was submitted by Tom Miller some time 
ago. This will include landscaping the curbed island median 
where the time capsule is located and that contains the two 
beautiful noble trees, which need additional topsoil to maintain 

good health. We hope to have this completed before Christmas. Please contact me or Ron 
Gregory if you would like to share your gift of service to help us. 

Our sincerest thanks to all of you that do so many things to keep God’s gift of church property 
beautiful and safe. 

Make it a fabulous October with God’s Blessing! 

Butch Boad, Chair 
Trustees 



Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on 
October 19th, from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you 
would like to help in this community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or 
Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after 
which childcare is available for all ages. 

“The Word” 
 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you want to 
study and explore the upcoming scripture being read on Sunday? Do 
you like to be in friendly discussions as to the possible meaning of the 
scripture? Come join us! We are “The Word” group. We meet on 
Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 7:30pm in the church library. We 

are having lots of fun and discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to stay 
ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 

First Sunday Breakfast, October 2nd, 8:30am at NMUMC 
 

Come join us for breakfast and help make breakfast burritos to share with the 
hungry of our community.          ~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

It’s hard to believe that summer is over and it’s time to get back to work. Love Letters 
will be meeting on Monday, October 17th. I will have  a list of the various projects we 
will need to accomplish over the next couple of months; card kits (various subjects) for 
the youth to put together during Sunday School, cards for Pastor Rob (a little more 
variety) and a variety of cards to the Resource Center, and that’s just for starters! 
 

~ Kathy 

Women’s Bible Study! 
 

The Women’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday, 11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s 
house, 30 East Cardinal Court (just off Hwy. 302, Victor cut-off, in Belwood). 
 

Contact Nancy Polen at: 360-440-4459 or npolen@yahoo.com for more 
information 

Caregivers Support 
Group 

Meets on Mondays 
at 12 noon at NMUMC 

News & Views D-Group 
Meets on Mondays at 7pm 

Please contact:  Jan Olmsted 
(360) 275-4049 for the location 



Our Presence 

September 4 - 40 

September 11 - 59 

September 18 - 65 

September 25 - 55 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns 
 Nancy Bacon 
 Bob Hager 
 Tom Deady 
 Ed Libbey 
 Barbara, friend of Lynn Soderlund 
 Hal Thomas 
 Betty Westfall 
 Karen Everett, Miriam Wyble’s sister 
 Nancy Polen 
 Michael Kann, Bob Stratton’s brother-in-law 
 Jennifer O’Keefe 
 Juanita High 
 Laura Lee, Gerry Wasner’s youngest 

daughter 
 Rebecca Merhaut, Phyllis Merhaut’s 

daughter-in-law 
 Leon Hart 
  

Prayers for Peace, Strength, & Encouragement 
 Karen Sorger and family 
 Todd Shields 
 Andrea Simmons 
 Jace Stratton 
 Rachel Bearce 
 Mary Miller, sister of Mike Wingren 

 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe 
mired in war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

The latest meeting of the Finance Committee was 
held September 15th. We reviewed our financial 
activity through August and are happy to report that 
all revenues and expenditures are within budget. The 
next meeting of the Finance Committee will be on 
October 20th at 5:00pm at the church. 

Now that summer is over, it is time for us to begin 
the financial planning for our new year of 2017. The 
first step in this process is, of course, our annual 
stewardship campaign. Pledge cards for 2017 will be 
available at the October 16th Sunday service. And, not 
to worry – if you can’t attend service that day, we will 
be sure to mail them to you!! 

But seriously, please remember that your pledges 
are the foundation and life blood of our church. We 
create our budget based on the total amount of pledges 
raised. We are hoping to expand our church’s 
programs for our congregation and our community – 
but this will depend upon the amount we receive in 
pledges. We look forward to sharing our vision and 
hopes for 2017 with you during our stewardship 
campaign. 

Please remember that anyone is welcome to attend 
our regular monthly Finance Committee meetings, and 
if you have any questions about our finances, please 
feel free to contact Sandy Shoemaker, Finance Chair 
at sshoemaker@wavecable.com anytime. 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 

Our Service 

Thanks to the several who brightened up the 
downstairs with a fresh coat of paint! Check it 
out!  It feels much more inviting now. 

October Birthdays 
 4th Bill Chisholm 

 11th Dan Bearce 

 13th June Vande Bosssche 

 14th Denise Snow 

 18th Hugh Ewart 

 20th Carmen Caporale 

 23rd Michael Barth 

 24th Sue Miller 

 29th Joanna Ewart 

October Anniversaries 
 19th Pete & Miriam Wyble 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
8:30am 1st 
Sunday Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

3 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views 

4 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

5 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

6 
6pm ACA 

7 
7pm NA 

8 

9 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship  

10 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views 

11 
2pm ACA 
 

6pm 
SPR Meeting 

 

7pm 
Church Charge 

Conference 
 

7pm NA 

12 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

13 
6pm ACA 

14 
7pm NA 

15 
 

16 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

 

17 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

2pm Love 
Letters 
 

7pm News & 
Views 

18 
2pm ACA 
 

6:30pm UMW 
 

7pm NA 

19 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

20 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm Trustees, 
Finance, & SPR 
 

6pm ACA 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 

21 
7pm NA 

22 

23 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

24 

12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views 

25 
2pm ACA 
 

5:30pm NMR 
Board Meeting 
 

7pm NA 

26 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

27 
6pm ACA 

28 
7pm NA

29

30 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

31 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

7pm News & 
Views 

    



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San Diego, CA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan 

 

October 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


